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PHA Meeting Summary
Entrances

Tom Weise noted that the Village of Frankfort repaired some
erosion issues on the east side of the Shetland entrance.
Membership

The PHA Board divided up the list of those who have not renewed
their PHA membership for 2017 to contact them. The Board also
went through the list of those who have not joined PHA in a while
to see which of those members should be contacted about joining.
Membership numbers appear to be up from the same time last
year based on preliminary results.
There are approximately 10 homes for sale in Prestwick, with 2
currently under contract.
Architectural Review Committee

610 Prestwick Drive will be remodeling the exterior of the home,
along with the landscaping. The owner has reached out to Steve
Larson to discuss the project.
The former Prestwick Properties building is for sale and its zoning
was converted to estate residential by the current owner. The
Board agreed that the property should be converted to a single
family home by either adding onto the existing structure or
demolishing it and building new, rather than permitting another
business to move in. A variance for a 2,500SF home was
approved for a potential buyer who had expressed an interest in
the site. Another potential buyer’s request to build a pre-fab
modular, extremely contemporary-styled home was not approved.
If you are planning any remodeling/projects to your home
which require PHA approval for village permits please email
Steve Larson at: slarson@baxterwoodman.com

Financial

PHA Treasurer Tom Kazmierczak indicated that over $20,000 in
membership dues has been brought in to date in 2017; bank
balances total just over $30,000, and the potential for a water bill

for water usage at the entrances is the only contingent liability.
Governmental

Rich Misiorowski indicated that the pedestrian crossing at Sauk
Trail and St. Andrews Way is on the Village’s “to-do” list for
early summer 2017.
The Board discussed political signs – although Prestwick does not
allow signs, political signs are a protected class of signs and are
allowed. If you wish to place political signs on your property,
please respect the Village’s ordinance regarding the quantity and
size of signs they allow residents to display. Please take them
down once the election is over.
Rich Misiorowski attended a meet and greet for Mayor Holland at
Prestwick Country Club. Mayor Holland mentioned that he wants
to make Frankfort a destination by the Village continuing to
acquire properties in the old downtown area for redevelopment.
He also mentioned that expansions of Harlem Avenue and Sauk
Trail are on the 5 to 10 year plan, and that they plan to change
pipes/filters to improve the quality of the Village’s water.
Brandon Palmer emailed 6 questions received from Prestwick
residents to both mayoral candidates – current Mayor Jim
Holland, and Todd Morgan. Both of them received the same
questions in the same email to keep things fair and impartial.
They emailed their responses back to Brandon; these responses are
attached to the end of this newsletter. The PHA Board does not
endorse any candidate and wants to remain impartial and neutral;
we also want you to review the responses from the mayoral
candidates, as well as other information on their respective
campaign websites, in the recent Frankfort Station, and even by
asking the candidates questions yourself and to make your own
choice on who you feel is the best candidate for mayor. Not only
is the mayor up for election, but so are some of the Village
Trustees, and Board positions at our elementary/junior high and
high school districts. Please get out and vote!
Early Voting will take place at the Frankfort Village Hall on
weekdays through March 31st from 8:30-4:00. Regular voting will
take place on April 4th at Chelsea Intermediate School next to St.
Anthony’s Catholic Church and across from the Highland Road
entrance.
Next Meeting Date

The next PHA Board meeting will be on Thursday, April 13 th at
7pm at Prestwick Country Club. If you would like to attend,
please email Brandon Palmer at BAP80@aol.com to ensure there
is enough space.

Welcome To The Neighborhood!

Please help the association welcome our newest neighbors:

John & Vicki Cosgrove at 514 Aberdeen

Prestwick Community Improvements
The PHA board would like to devote some e-newsletter space
to recognizing the efforts of Prestwick residents who have
invested extensive time and money into beautifying their
properties. From gorgeous landscaping that complements the
home to improvements that breathe new life into a fixer upper,
we commend these homeowners for their commitment to
excellence. We also encourage you to participate in this
recognition process by nominating your neighbors! Simply
send an email to PHA board member Tom Wiese at
wiesetom@hotmail.com with the subject line “Beautification”
and the address you feel deserves a mention. Truly, when
individual properties look lovely, our whole neighborhood
shines like the gem it is!

Advertisement:
If you would like to join our newsletter / website advertisement
please contact Brandon Palmer or Tom Wiese.
Visit us at:
http://prestwickhomeowners.com/

Contact Us
Brandon Palmer; President
bap80@aol.com
Tom Wiese; Vice President
wiesetom@hotmail.com

Questions for the Mayoral Candidates
Everyone, please see below for the questions that were asked to Mayor Holland and Todd
Morgan. Their responses have been copied and pasted from their email responses below:
1. What is your position on enforcing Village ordinances, including Code Enforcement
violations? What specifically will you do?
- Mayor Holland: The Village of Frankfort has a code enforcement officer whose
responsibilities include gaining the cooperation of residents to comply with residential
property maintenance codes and other building codes. If the resident does not comply
after being warned and after being given reasonable time to comply, then the code
enforcement officer should issue a ticket to the resident. We do ask residents and
homeowners' associations to advise the building department when violations are
observed.
- Todd Morgan: Code enforcement is one of the most important tools in protecting your
community, its citizens proprietary rights and the value of your homes/business. When I
was first elected as a trustee in 2000 one of the very first things I pushed for was a
complete rewrite of the code enforcement ordinances.
I found the Village's ordinances were way out of date and didn't go far enough in order to
keep Frankfort as a premier community. Having moved here 23 years ago from a nearby
community which had failed to enforce code violations and stay diligent on them I
realized the significance of code enforcement to the community as a whole.
As a Trustee we spent months in a redrafting of the ordinances and Frankfort now has
some of the toughest rules around but they are not being enforced at a high enough level
or commitment. As a Trustee and a resident I would consistently point out violations and
have them addressed almost on a daily basis.
Even today as I write this there are two huge air conditioner units sitting in front of the
closed Smoky Barque building on Route 30, that in itself is falling apart and the
units have been sitting there like an eyesore for months, the Jewel Plaza has numerous
sign violations not being enforced and I get calls everyday from people about a variety of
other issues. In my opinion you write and adopt ordinances to enforce them otherwise
why do you write them. Code enforcement is like a two edged sword, it makes one party
happy and the other not so much but if your goal is to protect the residents and the
community losing votes is part of it. Code enforcement requires several things, it requires
strong personnel within the Village hall to carry out the enforcement and it takes the eyes
and ears of our residents, public works people, and even our police to communicate
offence when they see them. It also takes a dedicated line of communication that directly
connects the citizens with the Village so you can track and follow the actions being taken
on your request.

2. What support can you give to the Prestwick community with regard to safe access to
both the Old Plank Trail in the areas north of the railroad tracks on Harlem and
access to the Sauk Trail walking path for south residents along Sauk Trail?
- Mayor Holland: The Village of Frankfort has started engineering work on a bicycle trail
along Sauk Trail from Harlem to Pfeiffer. This is part of the project to widen Sauk Trail
to three lanes. The Village has completed engineering and has funding in place to build a
bicycle trail from the Old Plank Road Trail to Sauk Trail on Pfeiffer. That portion of the
bike trail should be completed this year. We will be applying for the Sauk Trail funding
this year. We believe we have a good chance of obtaining the funding and if we do
receive funding, construction could begin in two to three years. Prestwick residents south
of the railroad tracks will then have good access to Frankfort's bicycle trail system,
including the Old Plank Road Bicycle Trail.
The Village of Frankfort has conducted engineering work for a bicycle trail along Harlem
from Route 30 to Laraway. Harlem is under the jurisdiction of Cook County. The
Village has applied for a Cook County planning grant to study the configuration of
Harlem. We expect the study to recommend a widening project, which would include the
bike trail. The project can then appear on Cook County's five year plan. The bicycle trail
along Harlem is a primary goal of the Village and will safely connect all of Prestwick to
the Old Plank Road Bicycle Trail.
- Todd Morgan: There was at one time a proposal to widen Harlem Ave by Cook County
and at that time as a Trustee we planned to incorporate a bike path into the project, much
like we did with the Route 30 widening. The Harlem Ave project never materialized and
the bike path idea went dormant. If elected I am proposing a stepped up plan to connect
all the residents of Frankfort to the Old Plank Trail, we have residents in many
communities that don't have access to our trails and I believe that it a major assets to have
in branding your community along with the safety it provides. The Village does
currently have the ability to run a sidewalk along Harlem Ave and I will be proposing
that if elected.
3. What do you think are the biggest challenges/problems that the Village of Frankfort
currently faces and will face in the next 5-10 years? What would you propose to do
to address those issues?
- Mayor Holland: The government of the Village of Frankfort is in excellent shape.
Residents tell me that they are concerned about the upward pressure on residential
property taxes. In Frankfort, we aggressively seek commercial development and we have
an incentive program to encourage industrial development. Increased taxes from these
commercial and industrial developments go primarily to the schools which helps reduce
the upward pressure on real estate taxes. The Village establishes its levy so that the
village portion of the tax rate declines each year. As chairman of the Executive Board of
the 275 member Chicago area Metropolitan Mayors' Caucus, we made lobbying the state

-

for school funding reform and property tax reform one of our top priorities. True
property tax reduction will only come if the state funds schools at 50% or more like the
constitution requires and like other states do. Our position is that the increased state
funding would be coupled with requiring significant reductions in property tax rates.
Todd Morgan: There are numerous problems and challenges that are facing our
community and it's why I am so passionate about running. Currently crime has been on a
dramatic rise, car break-ins went from 22 last year to 88 this past year. We have had
bank robberies, house break in and rental house issues etc. As I have said I moved here
from a declining neighborhood and I know what crime looks like when it starts, just little
things like car break-ins to no code enforcement, etc. I plan on bringing our police force
up to full capacity adding 5 new officers and taking crime head on, we need to be tough
on crime. The schools need our PR support in branding their quality, we are down from
90 new houses last year to 65 this year and it has allot to do with the bad press
District 210 is receiving. Our sales tax revenue has been down to flat the past six months
which is a worrisome trend in that the revenue supports 70% of the expenses the Village
has for services to the community. We also need to seriously make more progress in the
way of Industrial Development that will help keep our tax burden down and help support
the schools.

4. What do you think are the biggest challenges/problems that the Prestwick
subdivision currently faces and will face in the next 5-10 years? What would you
propose to do to address those issues?
- Mayor Holland: Prestwick is a premier community. With great residents, many new
young families, an active homeowners' association and a very fine country club, I see few
problems for the neighborhood. The Village is working on bringing road improvements
and bike trails to both Harlem and Sauk Trail. The Village is seeking quality
development on the properties at Route 30 and Harlem.
- Todd Morgan: Prestwick is one of our most beautiful and marquee subdivisions and in
my opinion it deserves a lot of attention since in many ways Prestwick put Frankfort on
the map. Prestwick needs access to the trail immediately, code enforcement and
HOA bylaws reviewed and strengthened if needed. A better and more direct way to
communicate with the Village and more police support or patrols to start.
5. What are your plans to improve the quality of our drinking water, especially iron
removal?
- Mayor Holland: The Village has installed an iron filter at the Prestwick well. We have
looped the mains between Prestwick Drive and Aberdeen. We have plans to replace and
loop mains through much of the Prestwick area. We have budgeted $500,000/year for
water main replacement. At the same time, we are keeping in touch with an organization

-

of villages to the east of Frankfort that is investigating obtaining Lake Michigan water
through Hammond.
Todd Morgan: My plan is to continue to investigate more home water based systems,
continue to invest in our water filtration units and track the very early efforts by 11
communities to our east that are currently studying getting Lake Michigan water from
Hammond and by pass Chicago. Even though that might be years away we still need to
be informed and communicate to our residents on that possibility even if we don't
ultimately choose it.

6. What is your position on the Village installing and maintaining video
cameras/recording systems at our main street/subdivision entrances?
- Mayor Holland: Government needs to enforce laws without spying on or filming the
activities of innocent residents who are merely going about their normal business. I am
opposed to the government recording and keeping track of people who are driving on our
public streets.
While opposing government surveillance systems, I support the use of private
surveillance systems on or near private property. You have the right to record the image
of anyone on or near your property just as retail stores and other businesses have a right
to record activities in and outside of their facilities. Private surveillance systems in
homes and stores can deter crime and can be very helpful to police investigations.
Government surveillance systems create potential for abuse and are invasive to our
privacy.
- Todd Morgan: I made a proposal several months back to start a study or conversation
about using plate reading technology as sort of a virtual gate in fighting crime. While
you always have to be protective of privacy rights this technology would only read the
license plate and only the Police Department would have access to the data which could
also be self deleting after say 72 hours if no events have occurred. My hope is to pilot a
test program that is approved by the Homeowner's to measure the effectiveness, costs and
to work out any bugs before any program is fully rolled out. The one most
expensive parts to the Village is the Police Department which costs over $4 million
annually to run and at some point maybe technology can help keep costs down and
increase our community safety at the same time.

